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separately, and in the form of plasmodia they
become a mass of living matter.

The swimming polyps form colonies of organs
necessary for the existence of the community.

Ascend by a few steps, and we shall see how the
individual is emancipated up to the time when,
with man, he has his personality independent
from that of the community. He might live
almost isolated from his fellow-creatures if it were
not for his happiness, which imperiously demands
the social state with all the rights and the duties
the latter involves.

VI. But, it will be said, if the principle of
happiness flows from individual interest, will it
not expose us to disappointments, for our interest
is not always just? Granted. But nothing is
perfect under the sun. The just itself is often
dangerous or harmful. The fate of human socie-
ties frequently depends upon stratagems and
falsehoods. In the struggle of the weak against
the strong the former would perish if they were
condemned to use only means which are not re-
prehensible. The essential point is to diminish, as
much as possible, the attacks made upon the prin-
ciples of truth and of goodness. Yet it would be
wrong to condemn justice and truth because their
application, often difficult, may also be harmful.